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FELANEE : A Graphic Document on
insurgency and its Dire Consequences

Anjan Saikia

Introduction :

Literature as a mode of expression serves any society through
authentic presentation of the contemporary incidents or incidents
of great national importance. Assamese literature 1s also not an
exception in this context. A host of illustrious Assamese sons have
worked hard to record the various happenings of the state and its
multi ethnic nature in their works of literature. Since insurgency
has posed as a great threat especially after 1970s in the North-East,
the literary torchbearers have also captured scenes of violence in
their works perpetrated by outfits like ULFA, NDFB and so on. The
name of Arupa Patangia Kalita holds ample attention in this respect.
A recipient of several awards for her works, Kalita deliberates upon
this crucial issue in her novels bringing into light the dire
consequences that insurgency leaves behind for the masses. She
has more than ten novels and short story collections to her credit.
Among her acclaimed books, mention may be made of Mriganabhi
2]34831) , Ayananta, Millenniumar Sapon '(2 00

nyanya,Kaitat Keteki,Rongamatir Pa
ublished in 2003 is undoubtedly
[ modern Assamese literature.

harto Felanee etc.

;\Sri‘;z?fpatangia Kalita’s Felanee p
Icant novel in the entire realm 0 at era of
r;“medlamy after its publication, the novel heralded @ gﬂialt f“.l.ult‘s
100em Assamese novel bringing ino gt 8 108 9L S0 L
ed with Assam and the nation as well. Hence the subjec 2 y s
Dr?.emed here in the novel is replete with novelt)f as well as Sutl;: i)t‘
‘e 1berations on the life of the Assames® people in the afterma

’ § LI ' etc.
SSam Agitation’, emergence of ‘ULFA’ and SULFA" ¢©
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Moreover, the language and expressions of the novel are filled wit,
great novelty and ingenuity which has made the novel a real piece
of art.

Objective :

The objective of the paper is to scrutinize critically the activities of
both ULFA and SULFA as reflected in the novel “Felanee” and the
terrible atrocities that the common people were inflicted upon after
the 1990s in the name of freedom struggle and secessionism. The
paper would also deliberate on the instability that Assam has
witnessed after the 1980s in the wake of the nationalist movements
and the repercussions of all these negative developments on the
overall condition of Assam. In short, in this paper, an effort has
been made to unearth the deeply entrenched effects of insurgency
in the minds of people as presented in the novel Felanee by Kalita
in a superb way. It also further probes the loopholes as depicted by

Kalita behind the failure of finding solutions to this prolonged evil
in the North-Eastern region of India.

Methodology :

This paper has been written on the basis of available secondary

sources of data and informatijon along with thorough study of the
novel. To make the cited points candid and su

pport the argument,
textual evidences are quoted.

Insurgency and Assam ;

India’s North-East has become the safe haven of numerous insurgent

groups in the post-independence period. The militant outfits usually
resort to violence and other such activities in the name of
their goals and also to capture the a

This strategically important region h
over the years due to widespread pr
The economic backbone of the entir
the wake of kidnapping, murders
out by these so called rebels wit]
the Indian territory.

attaining
ttention of the governments.
as been affected inexplicably
csence of the militant outfits.
¢ region is totally at disarray in
and such heinous activities carried
Vdifferent names operating within

Felanee is one of the widely discussed novels of Kalita, Here she
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covers the tumultuous period of Assam history from 1983 to 1998.
It begins with the reference of the Assam movement that continued
between the periodl 979-1985, and ends with the plight of the people
affected by the violent activities of the United Liberation Front of
Assam (ULFA) and other terrorist outfits of Assam with separatist
cendencies. She has also minutely probed the role played by surren-
dered ULFA members, popularly known as the SULFAs. She has
painted a detailed picture of insurgency in Assam through the eyes
of a small group of about twenty women, and the story of their

lives.

Struggle for the basic necessities i.e. food, shelter and cloth and the
marginalization of lower class people from the mainstream are found
to be the core subject matter of the novel. Almost all the characters
in the novel are depicted with equal emphasis in an attempt to
expose the scapegoats in the name of nationalist movements in
Assam in the last quarter of the last century. In brief, the novel
brings into forth the struggle and challenges that common people
are inflicted to owing to various revolutions and the dismal result

of these revolutions.

In Felanee, we find characters from its beginning to the end leading
lives in extremely tense situations. Ratnamala, as described in the
novel, was the daughter of the Mouzadar. Ratnamala gave birth to
a girl named Jyotimala and this very Jyotimala gave birth to a
daughter who is none other than the title
Felanee. The novelist clearly refers to the birth sto
the novel:

d female character i.e.
ry of Felanee in

The undaunted boy thought that fighting against all the
Kshitish went

dangers of the world one could be viclorious.
out leaving the groaning woman at home. There was
“mouldering fire all around, guns fired, many people were
h'di”g in the jute plantation. He went out never (o return.
Julimala was lying in the yard after giving birth to a gir
child Escaping from death Kshitishs distant nephew Ratan
:ZZCZ ed home. He was looking around. The burnt ”‘)Q.f cg)“
Ouse was hanging just over the almaost HRCONSCIous
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body of Jutimala. He heard a sound of something falling
imd tife tank. Someone throw the baby into the tank. The
crowd disappeared. Ratan came to the bank of t/rg tank. The
baby was lying over a bush of long grass. Picking up the
baby from the grass Ratan Ghosh took her on his lap.

She was Felanee. Her name remained entangled with
the thud on the water of the tank. The girl thrown into
the water became Felanee. (Page 10)

Later Felanee married to Lambodar and like any other women,
Phelanee had also innumerable dreams for her future life with
Lambodar, But she couldn’t transform her expectations and dreams
into reality due to the catastrophic situation in her village during
the days of agitation. Lambodar never came back physically once
he went out of his home that very particular day for some business.
Before leaving, Lambodar said to his wife i.e. Phelanee:

“Malati! My Malati! Don't grieve. See, I'm with you. Only
one night. We'll go home tomorrow....." (Page 21)

This man didn’t come back to his home after that day. He along
with innumerable sons of the land of Assam became victims of the
agitation. The movement brought incalculable damages to the lives
of the people who were left in a state of absolute lawlessness and
total insecurity.

“Bhasha Andolan” ‘Bideshi Bohiskoron Andolon’ turned the lives
of people especially the commoners into total chaos and disorder.
The activities of the advocates of these movements endangered all
the Assamese people of every corner of the state and compelled
them to live in doldrums at every moment of their lives. The untraced
death of Lambodar as described in the novel is an excellent example

of the insecurity and hackneyed life that Assamese people were
subjected to during that time.

The novelist has rightly bothered on these revolutions which caused
serious and irreparable losses to the common people over the years.
While deliberating upon these revolutions, the novelist has also
kept her attention basically on the negative implications that these
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qationalist movements had in the lives of the common people. Apart
from all these revolutions, the novelist has also extensively dwelt
upon the ground factors behind the emergence of such militant
outfits as ULTA, NDFB, and the subsequent surrendered faction of
ULFA namely SULFA within the ambit of the novel.

lronically most of the characters depicted in the novel have no
knowledge of these revolutions which ruined their lives to a huge
extent. But the point of concern is that all these were the ultimate
sufferers of these bloody revolutions which claimed lives of hundreds
of thousands of common people. People like Felanee, Bulen etc.
became homeless and consequently roamed in various places without
any directions and knowledge where to go finally. Their houses
were burnt down and thus they eventually paid the price for the sins
committed by the so-called pseudo leaders by facing such irreparable
damages as the loss of their near and dear ones and so on.

The novelist also depicts here the people and their unending struggle
in slum areas. All these people have been displaced by various
factors. Some of them are people who have fled away because of
flood; some of them are unfortunate women who have been estranged
from their husbands, while some others have settled there due to
the displacement that revolution has brought in their lives. Physical
atrocities, humiliation, poverty, diseases etc. have become the routine

affairs of their lives.

The horrible ground realities of the said revolutions and the unenc.ling
sufferings of people during the days of agitation are brou.ght into
light in the novel. Each page of the novel is loaded with such

descriptions. The novelist says:
m oulside. What the

There. They have locked the doors fre har %
dacoits are doing? The smell of petrol unc‘z’ kw'u.\'em";a.:zfc, ::.;st
her nose. A huge fire cnguljé’d her house {nj)l'rmr ;‘?f 'M (-h §
eves. Shouts of two men were heard from msm’c'.'.\/uq ;?H-i} t'i[
Moni closer 1o the dry leaves of banana (rees: She ¢ u!n‘ ;; )
the broken piece of a machete. 4 woinen was runm.n:q in y ,”}
Street. 4 crack fngl.s'ound was heard. The crowd st mu.iz:‘ ::
her. They cut the body of the half dead woma! H;IU !'-T‘Jt‘ &
The baby on her lap was throwh into the burnt HOWSE
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Following her sons voice she saw that the men went
ahead. From their brisk walking it seemed as if someone
was chasing them. She began to increase her speed.
Suddenly her feet touched something that rolled on to
the roadside. Although it was dark she clearly saw in
the sugarcane field that the object which touched her
feet was a baby. It was not a full human baby. It was
cut into two; head, nose, abdomen, feet were separated
into equal parts. A cry came out of her mouth. The men
looked back. A sound was heard somewhere. Something
was running through the destroyed sugarcane field.
Two foxes came to the view of everyone. She, Moni and
the men saw that the foxes dragged one part of the
baby’s body towards the other part that stuck amidst
the sugarcane plants. (Page 26-27)

These revolutions are not only found to be disastrous for the common
people but also proved to be damaging to the revolutionists
themselves. Jiuda who deceived Minoti had to confront a tragic
death in the later part of the novel. On the other hand, Bulen who
went out of home for a separate Bodo state also became a victim of
his own dissident activity as shown at the end of the novel.

Felanee is, perhaps, the first Assamese novel to paint a picture of
the people of lower class Assamese society during the days of
agitation. The society in which Felanee lived is exactly the lower
class society which is far away from the standards of high class
society. People like Felanee have to lead lives in extreme poverty
struggling hard even for a roof besides shelter and food. Dignified
life has become a far cry for these people. In spite of these uncalled
for manmade hazards, these people are leading a life expecting
something optimistic in the near and distant future.

Felanee has almost covered up every incident of the history of post
independence Assam. The odd happenings in the land of Assam in
the name of freedom, ethnicity especially after 1980s have greatly
destabilized the lives of the peaceful people belonging basically to
the lower strata of society. Therefore, the novelist has carefully
chosen the characters to unearth the hidden and untouched parts of
the revolutions and the catastrophic impact of these revolutions on
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the ignorant an )
NC d na "
had 1o lead lives (‘;;“:ZII:TO‘]JIC. ['he novelist unfolds how
: al insecurity: 1ese people

“We won't
stay wi ,
e won J,m,)'}[g 'I[/’l these dogs any longer for our
’ see, we''ll get our own stat o
‘ state one day.”

The atrocity of the militar

revolutions I y personnel in the afte

3 the Com?:gnthcel)m;)act of the emergence of ULrI?/]f\a;hnc(i) t;\ltg;sBe

o hestrated way llj?elp e has also been reflected here in a well

s as well as t.he manecf wh'o has become an epitome of the lowe
arginalized section says candidly: r

“My own ar ' '

bOdJy " df ess is a piece of cloth that can cover my

Stale. / ’ont want any other clothes, nol even separale
It’s enough for me if I get a piece of cloth and

food.

This statement of Felanee has reflected u
of every deprived Assamese citizen. Vested revolutions or pseudo

revolutions can only bring unending sufferings of the masses.
Felanee understood this very well and so stated in the novel:

She cried out, "She does not know them. Their hands are
soiled with human blood. Those men who get the taste of

blood become very 8reedy
fe in their respectiv
ho have showcase

y and homeless as wel
haracters as painted in the novel. Kali
o Felanee at the time of her
red assistance to

1questionably the position

e life, the novel contains
d great humanity and

In spite of the endless stri
| Kali burhi is an

a host of characters W
generosity towards the need
exquisite example of those ¢
burhi offered the much needed help t
needs. Later Felanee also did the same

Sumala or Minnoti at the (ime of their helplessness:
Conclusion:
tangia Kalita s @ modern Assa:pesg
vel can D€ udged as @ repositon
e land OF
decades 1N he

g, The re 0

Aboveal, Felance by Arupe. 2

of evemsg]:eat importance. The nO

the dreadfualppened in the last tWo ,ommoners:

e dreag impact of all these on the 0.01 . 10 violent ™
e way extensively of resortite n
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getting the demands of every opponent fulfilled. But ironically it is
the common people who have been compelled to pay the price and
bear the brunt on every occasion thereby making them scapegoats
of these developments in Assam after the 1980s. The emergence qf
the dreaded militant outfits such as ULFA, NDFB etc. and th_elf
nefarious and cowardice activities well illustrate the negative
developments that the people of Assam witnessed in the post-
‘Bhasha andolon” period.
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