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c ating the Notion of Space jp p

cter (.
jywhacker: A Postmodern p “arey’s

Crspective

Anjan Saikia
Assistant Professor, Department of Englis|
1 ’ .' ]
Kamargaon Collepe, Golaghat

lnirmluction:
In the Postmodern discourse, the notion of ‘space’ has occupied

. e} P L o ‘_.rf, . ¢ acc )
i nd conceptual importance. This specialty of space in Poqtmode“fral position

'[_q[ht:ll .
(act that none of the approaches before the postmodern geographers deal
S dealt with

fort

s in the 30N8 IN A 8 :

:hc .;pznliil' wrn and negotiations in a systematic manner. Hence postmodern geography |

aedited 10 have pinpointed the spatial turn evolved basically afier the 1970s and ;‘Jg;vgd:ii:s
e

rclhinlci!)g of I.hc concc‘pl oll‘spacc a.nd its ins<I3parablc relation to place.

peter ‘Carcy is an Australian l-'Engllsh novc‘hst of great repute. Carey is widely
considered as onc of the most recognized Australian writers in English. He had been
conferred to the Booker prize for Oscar and Lucinda in 1988 and for True History of the
Kelly Gang in 2000. Carey’s novels have prominently focused upon the issues of place and
space in Australia and their ramifications. In fact, his novels can be reckoned as a fictional
biography of Australia. Carey’s exploration of the wide-ranging issues of the nation of
Australia can be traced on his novels namely Bliss (1981), lilywhacker (1985), Oscar and
Lucinda (1988), The Tax Inspector (1991), The Unusual Life of Tristan Smith (1994), Jack
Maggs (1997), True History of the Kelly Gang (2000), My Life as a Fake (2003), His
Megal Self (2008), Parrot and Olivier in America (2009), The Chemistry of Tears (2012),
Amnesia (2014), and A Long Way from Home (2017).

Objective:

The basic objective of the article is to critically el
he postmodern perspective in the Australian contexts through the meticulous reading of
Pclcf Carey’s one of the seminal novels titled Jllywhacker. The article delves deep 10t the
SPatial dilemma and anxiety in the nation of Australia and showcases the ramifications oD

the bﬂSiS of the reading of Illywhacker.
Research Methodology:
In the article, analytical method is app!

in Australia on the basis of the reading 0 ‘ t
. ' = ts. The tex!
o and secondary data are used to deal with and substantiate the aspec

oy ' i 1o the secondary
ﬂ:(:r] o the study has served as the primary source of lpfqrmahm;c\::ll

e [l)aken from edited books, essays, and other-such similar 533 bro-ught o fore the
, , ! :
Mexiricy OStmodern geography has insisted on the spatial turns blc an

ave innumerd
V‘"ied?m le rel_alion of space and place. In fact, place and Slpglf)eg)]’] dentity, acuonséfiﬁe
Sllbje(:li\,pam In shaping human experiences, existence, psych der;l philosophy vy her
ng%sgh € responses. Citing the importance of space 1N postmod e £33 “Of O; )
Spaccs” N invesﬁgate upon this extensively, Foucault remarkel e epoc u .aCf “ga-
t at “The Presenl . 1 ” rha g be abOVC ﬁ“ th . OfS }aﬂé’l”(,r’"
poch will perhap pies: The Reassertion

% Edward Soja in Postmodern Geograp

way lor

appropriate the idea of space from

. - d
‘ed to negotiate the spatial dilemma 2t

oy f the chosen text. In this process, both e
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Social Theory also strongly suggests that space has rc‘-c.mcrged as a powerful 5
discussion in'thc postmodern epoch, and created “more critically TFVCﬂ'mE Wi?ys oflookin

at the combination of time and space, history H"‘d gcngmphy, Dcrl()d_ﬂﬂd region, Sequence
and simultancity” (2, Soja). Space and spatiality, E'CC“rqmg to qua, can b? recognizeq
simultancously as a social product or outcome and a shaping forcc in social life,

Thus space, its turns, dynamics, malleability, and fungible ness bccame subjects of
wide discussions and proliferations during the 1970s anfi thereafter. P.ienrl- Lefebvre ,
French social theorist and philosopher, provided influential interpretations in respecy of
space and spatiality in his socio-geographical studies and analyses. In ThelProductir)n of
Space, he made discernible attempts to deliberate upon the concept of space in an extensiye
manner. His powerful insights and illustrations hugely.impacted the contemporary notjg,
of space and spatiality and brought into light the relation of space to place and locale i,
postmodemn geography. . .

To Lefebvre, space is of multiple types including social, “religio-political” (35,
Lefebvre), “own spaces” (35, Lefebvre), “abstract space” (49, Lefebvrf:), “absolute space”
(48, Lefebvre), “historical space” (48, Lefebvre), and so on. The entire process of space
production and reproduction, according to him, results in certain kinds of knowledge.
Interestingly, Lefebvre observed that the processes and productions of space also incorporate
“a politics of space” (60, Lefebvre) and this politics of space “goes beyond politics inasmuch
as it presupposes a critical analysis of all spatial politics as of all politics in general” (60,
Lefebvre).

The contexts of the place and space are intricately linked to the very existence of
the Australian people. In fact, the spatial contexts of the island-continent of Australia and
the issue of national origin have become the central areas of investigation.in Australian
literature. Henceforth, the literary cartographic depictions of the spatial contestations and
anxieties in Australian literature have become crucial to unfold the geo-critical and the
other aspects of the Australian landscape including spatial contestations.

Hence the issues of the history, geography, space and spatial contestations have
immense importance in the context of Australia. Simply speaking, the spatial dynamics and
instabilities have made the Australian landscape a hotbed of discussion in literature and
cultural narratives. Significantly, the novels of Carey bear manifestations of these crucial
issues being confronted by Australia and her subjects as well. Carey’s depiction of the
territorial and spatial contestations in Australia in his novels offers wide scopes to enquire
into historical realities. In fact, Carey has dexterously displayed through his narratives the
implications of the spatial and platial aspects in moulding the Australian myths, culture,
identity, and na.tionalism. Hence in Australia, the proximities between the physical place
and the formation of identity in national, communal and individual terms are extremely
imp.ortant. Therefore, t!le spatial and landscape representations along with details of the
subjects, their actions, identity, and culture have acquired great significance in the novels
o.f C_arcy. In the context of such a backdrop, the reading of Carey’s Jllywhacker poses huge
significance. i

The story of the convict settlement in Australia and the consequent instabilitics
goes back to the arrival of the first fleet from Britain in 1788. The first fleet was comprised
of 1066 people and eleven vessels. During the m
the vessels started the journey from Portsmouth,
reached at the north shore of Botany Bay in Ne

rea of

arathon voyage lasted over eight monthlh‘r.-
a southern English naval town and final );
w South Wales on January 18, 1788 Th!
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and settlement of the British in the | (uart
! e

.“l'i\ﬂ{ {r‘ . gy ‘} ] L M r l]‘ Ihc 3| 'I
) < and far reac ung changes in the lives of the cighteenth century brought
b ( ¥

Aboriginals, The Aboriginals became

[“‘n ¢ % I TS l ‘ . I n] E t ( ( [§
t‘l}]".l imn [ 3 Gt d ' " g ‘I .(I ‘””-'“””I}" ]‘) ' I Y S.‘)

cettlemt nt v ] |
N sestingly, 1rom the bepinns " . .
Inie B beginning of their arrival in Australia, the British ttl

S sh settlers

d that ‘lhc lsl:'md c.onlincnl was empty before their landing. They ¢ i
aullins wl}ﬂ:h Illtcrully meant ‘empty land”, Sven | i”diﬁ.v' :Lr ?—vo,vml the rhCI-(mC
Terra nullms.‘ From the Latin rerra, carth, ground Jl 'mdI Isd( X Illlwq e "“‘”-'HS-'
Thus: no one’s land, land not belonging to nnybod‘ ‘O"-m-l B L anyh
e e, () 2ing y. Or at any rate, not to anybody

g‘l:‘in““
0{‘ fern ]

Y ITa) g b *reve " N Y ) ol v .
Even aflet f'“— ey Llf‘“U“ ol the presence of Aboriginals in the island continent, the
el settlers claimed their ownershi ot : 2
British ¢t ! citina 1 ership ovet the continent by promoting the rhetoric of
ferra ;mHn{.\ an Llilll{.g:l e l‘nck of any customary laws, regulations, and order before their
arrival. Ihis false cln:m of ownership continued till the coming of high court’s Mabo
NN T (4]0 sepiof 1 . X
year 1992, Interestingly, the Mabo judgment provided legal recognition to

judgment in the

ihe Aborigines in respect of the ownership and possession of the ancestral lands. Commenting
on the white rhetoric of rerra nullius, Sven Lindqvist states that “in Australia this meant

legitimizing the British invasion and its accompanying acts of dispossession and the
destruction of indigenous society™ (4).
In his second novel lilywhacker, Carey delves deep into the twentieth century

Australian history through the family saga of Herbert Badgery. The novel is also full of
ub-narratives have brought into light the views of

different sub-narratives, and all these s
as Jack McGrath, Leah Goldstein, Molly, Herbert’s son Charles etc.
d that Herbert remains the central figure and dominates the

f numerous other sub-narratives.
of Australia and provides

I an epigram from Mark
he context of the

such characters
However, it nceds to be state
narrative in spite of the presence O
The novel looks into the issucs connected to the territory
crucial inputs about the spatial contestations. The novel begins wit
Twain’s More Trams Abroad (1 897) which is worth quoting here int
spatial contestations and instabilities in Australia:
Australian history is almost always picturesqud; indeed, it is so curious and strange,
that it is itself the chicfest novelty the country has to offer and so it pushes the other
novelties into second and third place. It does not read like history, but like the most
beautiful lics; and all of a fresh new sort, no mouldy old stale ones. It is full of

surprises and adventures, the incongruitics, and contradictions, and incredibilities;
but they are all true, they all lmppcncd. (Mark Twain, More Tramps Abroad,

London, 1897)
. ¥
As stated in the novel, Herbert, a man of 139 years, was .born in the year 188}6.
Importantly, these facts regarding the birth and age of Herbert point out clearly tln;t ;u.
. . clearly th
Present narrative takes things into account up to the yeai 2025. In fact, t111101|%1 |IIS-
Eos!modern playfulness and unreliabil ity of storytelling, Herbert constantly n'\ukc_.:» the rmcl .t:rs.
i:izli-conscious to ponder over the authenticity/ ‘authenticity of ferra pullius in Australian
SIOry.
y portrayed the

h have constantl
gonist, is a man

i Herbert and Lea
Herbert, the prota

The conversations betwee o
ial anxicties.

AuS[ .

r i ¥
alian realities and the continued spatl
ections and Speculations e 275
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a conversation between L.eah and Herbert, Leah oiice
crather “lam attempting to analyse the histor
of this country™ (230, Hhywhacker). In another conversation of th‘mrs, [.eah vxp’an'q ”F"bcn‘g
recurrent nrg.c of scnlihp down in Australia and warns by r'cmm(hng him that “This ig ot
your place and never can be” (307, Hlywhacker). lnlcjrcsnngly, Hcrhc‘r.l rcnu? by saying
that “It is public land" (307, Hlywhacker). Leah immediately r‘cncts tl_m[ You th.mk ):?u can
put up some shanty and that makes it your place, bul. you can’t, and it m.vcr will be™ (307,
Ihwhacker). Reacting further to the words and denials of llc.rbcrt. LcaI} says:
“Forget what we did. The matter is obvious. The land |slslolcn. The whole country
1S stoblcn. The whole nation is based on a lie which is that it was not already occupied
when the British came here. If it is anybody’s place it is the blacks’. Does it look
like your place? Does it feel like your place? Can’t you see, even the trees have

nothing to do with you.” (307)

of British origin, and thercfore, in
"
says that “l am not attacking you pet sonally

Leah again emphasizes that the White Australians do not have any belongingness
in Australia. Outlining that, Leah says to Herbert in another conversation: '

...I can stay still anywhere. It is not a country where you can rest. It is a black

man’s country: sharp stones, rocks, sticks, bull ants, flies. We can only move around

it like tourists. The blackfeller can rest but we must keep moving... (323,

Illywhacker)

Thus Leah lucidly points out the whites’ stealing of the land from the blacks. All
these have blatantly exposed the politics of the British Whites and their illegal occupation
of the land of Australia in the name of terra nullius. Exposing the false claims of the
Whites over the land and the hypocrisy around the craftily circulated propaganda of the
terra nullius, Leah Goldstein also refers to the exploration of gold and calls the exploration
of gold as “the curse of this country” (229, Illywhacker). Leah narrates:

“Jt is gold”... “that has led ordinary working men and women into terrible delusion;
it has made them think that they can be the exception to ordinary working men and
women all through history; it has made them think that all they need is luck. They
have been blinded by gold. They have imagined that all they need to do is drive
their pick into the right spot in the ground and they will be another Hannan-they'll
be bosses themselves. It has corrupted them. It has been the same with land. Men
who spent their lives suffering from the ruling classes went out and stole land from
its real owners...There has been no history here™. (229, Illywhacker)

Thus Leah Goldstein reminds Herbert that the history of Australia is filled with
lies only. She even reminds Herbert how their pioneers demolished the culture of the natives
to authenticate their presence:

...was not the people, but the landscape and its roads, red, yellow, white, ochre,

mus}ard, dun, Madeira, maize, the raw optimistic tracks that cut the arteries of an

ancient culture before a new one had been born, (553, lllywhacker)

HBHC ¢ = leg | P ' . T R

(488, Il whazkeTr;ligoLb of lies in popular perceptions of the Australian political fabric
ol l;mdyin ey 8 l‘e:en accent‘uatcd in the novel to demystify the Whites' claims over
¢ ol terra nullius. Such revelations have clearly showed the various
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. nings hehind the politics of space and (he spatial contest
! (y. the novel also shows the spatial ingg 7

s through the confessions of Herbe

bility, ane nllnns;in/\u.qlr::li:mm;cic(y
: yanxiety and alone '
o : eness of the White
fully as she ex | L in private: e
earefully as she expose e NoT
pscarc y i ‘ poscd these nervous systems of her own: | we "
and prpcd down from my drum, with my own confcssi et Lol
= . ‘ . 28510n (u
minni!ul | could not read and that the landscape had, indeed. al
3 , always seemed alie
n

(o me, that1t made, in many lights, melancholy and homesick for somethi
(hat 1 preferred a small window in a house, and so on” (308) something ¢lse,

mbling from me, |

Such .rtj-lll?d“‘Ollh (?fl_lerl?crt have symbolized the innr insecurity and alienation of
the settler Brill:v.h in /‘\usllalla. _’lhus the spatial instabilities in Australia have pushed th
cople 0NtO inside prisons. Besides, these spatial dilemmas, insecurities and coZte;statio .
Lave pushcd both the natives and the settler British into a zone of no space. Ironicall [I:s
qme Herbert once told Leah with impudence that “This is my country”, not “yours” 3(/50;
[[]_ywhavker). ’

The novel further divulges the spatial instabilities, lies, myths, and the falsity of
the rhetoric of terra nullius. Herbert while in prison has gone through a fictional history
book namely [fistory of Australia by M.V. Anderson. Interestingly, the invention of the
history book within the framework of the novel is a novelistic technique to explore the
issues of the national origin and spatial instabilities in Australia. The opening paragraph of
Anderson’s book demonstrates the lies in Australian history and the consequent spatial
anxieties:

Our forefathers were all great liars. They lied about the lands they selected and the
cattle they owned. They lied about their backgrounds and the percentage of their
wives. However, it is their first lie that is the most impressive for being so
monumental, i.e. that the continent, at the time of first settlement, was said to be
occupied but not cultivated and by that simple device they were able to give the
legal owners short shrift and, when they objected, to use the musket or poison
flour, and to do so with a clear conscience. (456, lllywhacker)

All these references have exquisitely pinpointed the lies in Australian history and
the consequent spatial anxieties. Through these utterances, the novel questions the very
thetoric of terra nullius and deconstructs the politics of space in the Australian lands\cap(?‘
T_hiS politics of space in Australia has severely affected the people in all spheres of their

lives i :
Ives including private and public.

Conclusion:
fesulled?b.ove .all, the novel clearly displays h.ow the sp
hug then m.e‘f“'dble anxieties as well as conflicts betwc':
hiteg aDOlmCS of space in Australia as showed here 11 "
Umil and the Aboriginals to anxieties, spacelessness, HE e
allons as well. Such spatial anxieties have made the l1ves of the Aus

€ natj
Veg . cgr
Cs harrowmg and destabilizing.

atial instabilities in Australia have

en the Whites and the Aboriginals.
ubjected both the

the novel has s
and

umatic experiences,
tralians especially
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